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Pomare* She had been educated in England and in France and
had been married to the dead king for sixteen years. The light-
ness of her morals was a by-word in Papeete, and gossip
declared that her dead husband alone had had any real respect
for her.
Gauguin, when he first met her, did not find her more than
a simple coarse woman with traces of some former beauty, but
when he was able to judge the islanders better he became aware
of her qualities and of the grace and breeding which were
inherited from her ancestor, the great chief Tati* She was a
large woman with the massive and imposing figure that is
found in the ruling classes of her race. The lines of her stout
body and of her vast arms led up to her head. It was a massive
form that reminded him of the "great triangle of the Trinity."
Later, she appeared to him as symbolic of the island, for her
body seemed as solidly planted on the ground as the island
itself on the bed of the ocean*
The funeral of the King was a mixture of bad taste and
unromanticism, affected directly by the discomfort of the sun-
helmeted Governor and his officials in the black cloth suits
which their knowledge of European etiquette made it obligatory
for them to wear. Throughout the night before the funeral
each village, grouped together on the grass, sang in turn their
minis, part-songs that had derived from Christian hymns* The
women's and the men's voices crossed, accompanied by other
voices in strange harmonies, while bass voices, mimicking the
drums, gave to the whole an individual cadence.
The foot procession left the palace at six in the morning
along the road towards Arue* The Europeans talked as if they
were going to a fair while the islanders were silent* It was
dusty and hot and the white mourners were bad-tempered.
Tricolours were carried in the black procession, but the dead
King's own standard was nowhere to be seen* The hearse was
covered with flowers and drawn by artillery mules draped in
black wool net*
When King Pomare's body had been placed in the new and